
 
PHOTO BY JOSEPH A. GARCIA, 
JOSEPH A. GARCIA / STAR 
STAFF 

Ventura Charter School of 

Arts and Global Education 

fourth-graders Isabelle 

Egbert, front, Maya Jacobs-

Vargas, left, Kira Spargur and 

Emily Ward move soil in their 

organic garden, which is part 

In what officials are calling a landmark 

move, California public schools now 

have state-approved environmental 

curriculum for students all the way from 

kindergarten through 12th grade.

The state Board of Education this year 

signed off on 76 sections of curriculum 

— part of California’s Education and the 

Environment Initiative — and they are 

expected to be available for teachers 

online shortly at no charge.

“This is another example of California 

leading the nation in environmental 

policy,” said Lindsay VanLaningham, 

deputy director of communications for 

the California Environmental Protection 

Agency. The K-12 curriculum is serving 

as a model, she said, and other states 

have requested information about 

California’s efforts.

Legislation written by Fran Pavley, D-Agoura Hills, and 

signed into law in 2003 called for putting environmental 

education into public schools, and developing the 

curriculum was a lengthy process with multiple agencies 

involved, including the California EPA, state Integrated 

Waste Management Board and the California 

Department of Education, VanLaningham said.

It includes 85 sections of science and history-social 

science with academic standards, and the state board 

signed off on 76 of them at its January meeting. The 
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Isabelle Egbert, right, tastes a lemon grown in her 

school’s garden. At left is her classmate Maya Jacobs-

Vargas. 

California's environmental policy starts in 
kindergarten
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of their environmental 

education curriculum. 

 
PHOTO BY JOSEPH A. GARCIA, 
JOSEPH A. GARCIA / STAR 
STAFF 

Ventura Charter School of 

Arts and Global Education 

fourth-graders Isabelle 

Egbert, left, and Kira Spargur 

move donated soil to another 

part of their student garden.
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Emily Ward left, and Isabelle 

Egbert work with parent-

teacher Lorraine Sutton in 

moving ready-to-plant soil into 

their garden at Ventura 

Charter School of Arts and 

Global Education. 

remaining nine sections are expected to go to the board 

this spring.

While many schools already have some environmental 

education, state officials said much of it is considered 

supplemental because lessons are not focused on state 

academic standards.

Using the environment as the context, the new 

curriculum teaches standards required in other subjects, 

such as social science, officials said. That way, it can 

better engage students but not create an additional 

lesson to fit into an already-busy school day.

Some schools or teachers may be doing it already, but 

the new curriculum will make it easier, officials said.

“I have seen the curriculum and it’s absolutely beautiful,” 

said Valerie Chrisman, executive director of curriculum, 

instruction and continuous improvement for the Ventura 

County Office of Education. Her office is planning to 

provide local school districts with an overview of what’s 

available.

“It’s beautiful and colorful and provides a whole different 

nonfiction approach to ... learning,” she said.

The curriculum ranges from lessons on food production 

for second-graders to studies on the role of government 

in economics from an environmental perspective for 12th-graders.

Over the past two years, the curriculum was tested in 19 school districts throughout 

California, VanLaningham said. It’s expected to be available for free online this year, 

VanLaningham said, and state officials are trying to find funding for printing costs and 

teacher training.

In Newbury Park, some teachers at the Environmental Academy for Research 

Technology of Earth Sciences, a new magnet elementary school, already have pulled 

lessons from the plan for their classes.

The Education and the Environment Initiative is “a curriculum that really integrates 

well into what we’re currently teaching and supports students in another view of how 

to look at social studies,” Principal Jennifer Boone said.

The school uses other resources, too, and teachers have created their own lessons 

integrating environmental education into other subjects, such as a class that looked at 

the effect of natural resources on settlers’ migration patterns, Boone said.

On a hike, teacher Jessica Moore’s fourth-grade class looked at various habitats and 

how they affected the survival of different organisms. Kids took a lot of photos, and 

she took them, too.

When the class started studying exploration and settlements, she went back to the 

pictures she had kept on her computer and had the students consider the 

environmental factors they saw and how they might affect settlers.
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Students find the lessons more meaningful, and by integrating the environment and 

science into curriculum, “you actually expand your ability to hit a variety of standards,” 

Moore said. “If you’re trying to hit standards through isolated experiences ... there’s 

no way you can get through it in a day.”

Teachers at the Ventura Charter School of Arts and Global Education said they also 

have developed ways to incorporate environmental education into their curriculum 

and other school activities. School officials plan to look at the new curriculum online 

to see if it’s a good fit. Operations Director Mary Galvin said teaching environmental 

education through science and social studies is valuable.

Students worked in one of several gardens at the school last week, one of their 

regular activities that focus on the environment. “You need to know what’s good for 

the environment and what’s bad,” said fourth-grader Kira Spargur.

“You learn about the world we live in,” added classmate Declan Blasini.

On the Net:

http://www.calepa.ca.gov/Education/EEI

© 2010 Ventura County Star. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 

broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.  
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Suggest removal

Reply to this post

C2ShiningC writes:

Now that the leading UN IPCC scientist has admitted that the evidence for global 

warming is inconclusive and that any climate warming effect from burning fossil 

fuels is "statistcally insignificant", it might be the time to teach our kids how 

science really works. That science is never "settled". That there is nothing wrong 

with being skeptical of claims made by people that ignore your concerns and call 

you bad names for voicing those concerns.

February 14, 2010

11:49 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

cregg writes:

Indoctrinate them into Democrat Party politics while they're young.

That's what our NEA controlled government schools do best.

February 15, 2010

12:31 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

rebel123 writes:

Environmentalism is Democratic indoctrination? So if that's true, then 

Republicans don't give believe in a clean earth? Not everything has to be broken 

down into politics.
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February 15, 2010

1 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

nrobert writes:

in response to cregg:

Indoctrinate them into Democrat Party politics while they're young.

That's what our NEA controlled government schools do best.

While it's definitely wise to be suspicious here, consider following the links and 

actually downloading and reviewing some of the curriculum. It's actually 

remarkably balanced and intelligently grounded, and seems for the most part to 

avoid controversial topics like AGW. Sure there's discussion about government 

regulations, but, this should come as not news to anyone, preventing the 

ruination of our water, timber, rivers, animals, etc. falls largely to our government 

in the form of state and national parks, etc. No, I think this looks really cool 

actually.

February 15, 2010

5:42 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

chair#208777 writes:

OK, climate warming may or may not be significant. But ocean temperatures 

ARE rising which have changed fish and bird movements. Then there's 

emissions-related human illnesses: a variety of cancers, asthma, COPD, and, 

now, hardening of the arteries.

And, of course, ice melting at our polar areas is of no significance since it's not 

emissions related.

We're going to have to deal with all this warming no matter how it's caused. And 

we must deal with the diseases caused by the emissions. Perhaps their 

causations are different, perhaps not. So far the "scientists" are using statistics in 

all this. Statistics are NOT science!

February 15, 2010

6:16 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

Ladydiodes2 writes:

Nothing like "brain washing" the kids when they are young. Why not teach these 

kids how to read, write and make change and let the parents teach them about 

the environment? We are sending kids out into the world who can't even read or 

do math, let alone tell time without a digital clock. Let's get real here, teach them 

the good old fashioned 3 "Rs".

February 15, 2010

6:21 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

Rascal writes:

"Not everything has to be broken down into politics."

To a liberal yes it does, and the more politically correct the issue the more rabid 

liberals become. But it's not so much that liberals have their pet causes, it's that 

they want to force all of us to change our lives in order to fulfill their idea of a PC 

world; hence all the silly legislation to make us live by their code.

February 15, 2010

8:21 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

UhChantz writes:

Reading Writing and Arithmetic seems to be so outdated...

February 15, 2010

8:26 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

rebel123 writes:

Global warming is not the only issue facing our environment. Anybody here ever 

visit Europe? Their standards for recycling are so much more stringent than ours 

because they don't have the vast space for landfills.... and neither do we 

anymore. Their low flow toilets use a fraction of the water that our supposedly 

low flows do. You don't see styrofoam cups and if you want a plastic bag at a 

store, you have to bag it yourself if they even have them. You are charged more 

for exceeding a base weight for your trash and you just don't see the stuff thrown 

away that you do here. The florists don't even use that ubiquitous floral foam that 

is sitting in countless Valentine arrangements today because it can't be re-used. 

They recycle and re-use as a way of life because they know they can't possibly 

bury or burn all their trash.  

Everyone seems to think being environmentally conscious is all about global 

warming. It is about so much more than that. The environment also needs clean 

water. It also means avoiding using chemicals that are harmful not just to our 

environment but to us. Protecting our environment means protecting the future 

health of these kindergartners. For those who believe that it is some liberal plot 
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to indoctrinate children, think about it for a minute and take off your blinders. We 

can't keep dumping millions of tons of trash in landfills every year and allowing 

the air we breathe to be fouled, the water to be polluted and the food chain to be 

compromised. It's a life issue, not a political issue. As to trying to force liberal 

views on everyone else, I don't think it is the liberals who are trying to pass laws 

that force the government into our personal lives but let's not forget that it was 

early environmentalists that forced attention to the effects of DDT in the 

environment, clamored for factories to stop dumping waste into rivers and into 

the air, forced attention to the amount of lead in car exhaust and brought about 

unleaded gas, and countless other things that we all take for granted now. 

Anybody remember that we had rivers that would burn due to the contaminants 

in them? Does Love Canal ring a bell? How about the safety measures that have 

been forced on the off-shore drilling to prevent blow-outs and spills and changes 

made to tankers to require double hulls? You think those were voluntary? 

Environmentalists raised the awareness of all of us and there is still a long way 

to go. These children have to live in this world and deserve for us to leave it 

clean and to understand the importance of caring for Mother Earth. We stand to 

lose more than a cleaning deposit here folks!

February 15, 2010

8:40 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

bruceski44#277174 writes:

I read some of the material. Yes, it looks "pretty cool" as one poster says, but I 

looked beyond appearances and easily found evidence of liberal bias.

The material in lesson 5 of "On the Move" says "Today, approximately 66% of 

scrap tires nationwide are recycled; this number was only 11% in 1990. The 

increase in proper management of scrap tires is due in part to regulations 

enacted in most states requiring such management."

Now don't get me wrong- this is a good thing. However the material claims it was 

government regulation that solved the problem. I disagree. It was the creation of 

markets for used tires that made it economically feasible to recycle them. 

Examples are rubberized asphalt used in pavement (as used in Phoenix) and 

rubber padding and mats created from recycled tires.

The government can legislate all it wants, but it was the discovery of new 

markets by capitalists that solved this problem. Alternative Lesson: Government 

cannot solve problems. Free market economies can solve problems.

February 15, 2010

8:41 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

SilenceDogood writes:

Interesting that we CAN'T teach the basics like Reading, Writing and Arithmetic 

but we can teach kids EVERYTHING else from SEX to the ENVIRONMENT. The 

State of California is growing a whole new generation of functionally ignorant 

students. And we wonder why the State is Bankrupt.

February 15, 2010

8:45 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

LorieBaker writes:

Excellent. Our future generations need to understand the interconnectedness of 

plants to animals, to our sky, soil, and water...to us. It is nonsensical to keep this 

out of schools. We need to start thinking about our impacts on our planet and 

how we can minimize and avoid doing things that empty our forests of our 

wildlife, contaminate our creeks, and no doubt have led to increased illness as 

people poison themselves with their own poisonous chemical stew. Good call 

CA!

February 15, 2010

8:55 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

LorieBaker writes:

Silencedogood: You speak of functional ignorance and bankruptcy (in CA) which 

is exactly what you will have when you ignore a growing environmental crisis at 

your feet. I think your problem is that you have not educated yourself enough. 

This education only requires (1) basic ecology training (to learn basic 

relationships between plants and animals,and how our actions can and do make 

big impacts); (2)a little history to know what it WAS like when we had a far more 

functional and in tact planet; and (3) eyes to see the deforestation, eroded 

hillsides, increasing decline of wildlife in and beyond your state,as well as toxins 

in the sky, water and soil. Then you would see the value that teaching your 

children an ethic of respect and awareness (beyond themselves) that can go a 

long way to avoid full loss and degradation of our natural resources we depend 

on. They are asking all teachers to integrate environmental education into 

existing programs where feasible. They know they have problems with their 

existing programs no doubt, but it is no reason to- stick your head in the sand.
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February 15, 2010

9:03 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

GOP2010 writes:

Preservation of the environment is a good thing. However, using public schools 

to indoctrinate kids into this religion is a clear violation of the first amendment. 

Schools should accomplish the primary objective of education and not add more 

to it until they can get that right.

February 15, 2010

9:17 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

CaliforniaTeacher writes:

I believe many of you are getting annoyed for no reason. It's not like teachers 

have time to add this to the curriculum. In my case, I'm too busy teaching 

reading, writing, and math. If I am going to try to tuck something else into my 

day, it will be science or PE.

February 15, 2010

9:20 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

rebel123 writes:

in response to SilenceDogood:

Interesting that we CAN'T teach the basics like Reading, Writing and 

Arithmetic but we can teach kids EVERYTHING else from SEX to the 

ENVIRONMENT. The State of California is growing a whole new 

generation of functionally ignorant students. And we wonder why the 

State is Bankrupt.

The state is bankrupt because of the financial situation which was caused by 

unregulated markets that allowed caustic loans and the subsequent flood of 

foreclosures. Those who were at the top of the shell game that allowed this to 

happen are probably all MBA's from Ivy League schools. The fact that Calif is 

somewhere around #47 in per pupil spending nationwide just may have 

something to do with the pi$$ poor results in schools today. And yes, money 

does matter, especially when most of the cuts in education are in teachers and 

other things that directly affect the classroom.

February 15, 2010

9:21 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

LorieBaker writes:

I really don't get the ignorance that would lead someone to not want to care for 

their environment that surrounds them, feeds them and keeps them. It's self 

destructive and most certainly NOT part of any religion's teachings. We are 

talking about teaching children basic and fundamental understanding about the 

world around them including......yes...... cleaning up after themselves and not 

making messes in the first place (e.g. toxic spills, killing off all our wildlife). This 

is not religion we're talking about, although I fail to see why religion often lacks 

this ethic within it's daily rituals. It is basic science and practice that will teach 

children how to foster better environmental conditions for themselves and others. 

Why on earth would you NOT want that?

February 15, 2010

9:24 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

Balanced_view writes:

in response to bruceski44#277174:

I read some of the material. Yes, it looks "pretty cool" as one poster 

says, but I looked beyond appearances and easily found evidence of 

liberal bias.

The material in lesson 5 of "On the Move" says "Today, approximately 

66% of scrap tires nationwide are recycled; this number was only 11% 

in 1990. The increase in proper management of scrap tires is due in 

part to regulations enacted in most states requiring such 

management."

Now don't get me wrong- this is a good thing. However the material 

claims it was government regulation that solved the problem. I 

disagree. It was the creation of markets for used tires that made it 

economically feasible to recycle them. Examples are rubberized 

asphalt used in pavement (as used in Phoenix) and rubber padding 

and mats created from recycled tires.

The government can legislate all it wants, but it was the discovery of 

new markets by capitalists that solved this problem. Alternative Lesson: 

Government cannot solve problems. Free market economies can solve 

problems.

Right on Bruce!
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As a parent today, one must read every textbook and assignment in order to 

present the correct information and combat the garbage that is being presented 

to our children. It's a huge responsibility and extremely time consuming.

The government is brainwashing our children - and I see evidence of this in how 

many children and young adults think these days - they lack critical thinking 

skills, believing all this junk and repeating it when they get older.

It's so discouraging.

February 15, 2010

9:27 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

LorieBaker writes:

CaliforniaTeacher doesn't understand that environmental education/ecology IS 

science. That's comforting.

February 15, 2010

9:33 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

UncleRico writes:

Oh yeah. Food production and the role of government in economics. Very 

nefarious sutff indeed!

Pookie suggested conservative parents get a second job so they can take their 

kids out of the public school system. I say amen to that.

February 15, 2010

9:42 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

UhChantz writes:

in response to LorieBaker:

CaliforniaTeacher doesn't understand that environmental 

education/ecology IS science. That's comforting.

I worry about die-hard true believers like you Lorie and: 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/art...

February 15, 2010

10:10 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

timeforreality writes:

Global warming may or may not be taking place, but IT IS NOT CAUSED BY 

MANKIND. Have you ever heard of the sun and the fact that the earth will cool 

and warm on its own??? Wow, what a concept.............

February 15, 2010

10:23 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

Just_a_taxpayer writes:

in response to LorieBaker:

CaliforniaTeacher doesn't understand that environmental 

education/ecology IS science. That's comforting.

California Teacher is correct. Due to mandated testing and budget issues, there 

is less time for things like arts, music, PE and science.

If there were an extra hour of class time to spare each week, I would much 

rather it be used to tackle the more serious problem of childhood obesity rather 

than focus on the "science" of such crackpot "scientists" like Dr. Phil Jones or Dr. 

Rajendra Pachauri.

A combination of a nutrition/PE class would be a much more impactful and 

constructive use of class time.

February 15, 2010

11:45 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

CaliforniaTeacher writes:

Lorie, of course I understand that it is science and thus it can be covered when I 

teach science. I felt that was a given when I wrote my post.

February 15, 2010

12:44 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

horsespinner#218774 writes:

ocean temperatures are warmer? Where is the data, hope you did not loose it. 

Just post which source, channel buoy # will work.
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February 15, 2010

12:46 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

horsespinner#218774 writes:

The tire recycle numbers are not correct. We do not have a market for recycled 

tire products. It is very narrow in focus, so most tires are not recycled

February 15, 2010

12:48 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

horsespinner#218774 writes:

The grad rate here is poor, our children are not learning math, reading, writing, 

history or science. Just ask them a question, listen to the answer. I do often. 

Seems we are just chasing our tail with this. Until the basics are learned why 

bother with the rest?

February 15, 2010

12:53 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

horsespinner#218774 writes:

The comment on Europe was silly, most of Europe is rural, and space is not a 

problem. I did not see any of the things mentioned so where this data from? I got 

coffee in a styrene cup and plastic bags to hold my market items. My food to go 

was also put in styrene and PET. I was not asked to recycle. The toilet was the 

same as well.

February 15, 2010

3:07 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

cassandra2 writes:

Sigh, just checked out BBC survey of climate change issues. The headline on 

the Fox spun the article in direct contradiction to the expert they were quoting.

This is one from Newsweek.

ttp://blog.newsweek.com/blogs/thehumancondition/archive/2010/02/11/snowpoc

alypse-and-the-climate-change-debate-blogs-scientists-facts-defend-global-

warming-as-blizzard-rages.aspx

You guys get your info from a journalistic toilet and of course it contradicts all of 

the scientific opinion except of course that paid for by Exxon.

February 15, 2010

3:19 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

No_Bull_Nothing_But_The_Truth writes:

Climate change or global warming is nothing more than the new face of 

communism as well of the loss of personal freedoms as stated by the former 

President of Czechoslovakia Vacklan Klaus. He has stated that he lived through 

the communist regimes and knows exactly what is trying to be done with the 

climate change global warming argument.

I have attached a link where he is making a speech but you have to listen to the 

who speech to get the full effect.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E0oVdG...

February 15, 2010

3:46 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

northwestprincess writes:

Nice to know the kids are in the gardens at school, easier to teach turnip planting 

than math - at least they will be know how to grow veggies & sell strawberries, in 

their backyard farms. Art, music, sports, all being cut under the new budget - but, 

they can teach this - let em eat veggies !

February 15, 2010

5:44 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

timeforreality writes:

in response to horsespinner#218774:

The tire recycle numbers are not correct. We do not have a market for 

recycled tire products. It is very narrow in focus, so most tires are not 

recycled

Do your homework before posting. Tires are being recycled at a rate higher than 

ever before as the little rubber beads used in synthetic playing fields for football, 

baseball, and even the boring soccer...

February 15, 2010

7:01 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

mp3andy (Inactive) writes:

.....at the end of the 13 year course.....do they get a Hitler Youth Knife.....of 

course a de-pointed model, to be politically correct
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February 15, 2010

7:38 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

ms_rebel writes:

in response to Pookaluke:

(This comment was removed by the site staff.)

I thought it said Environmental Education....not solely Global Warming.

February 15, 2010

7:46 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

ms_rebel writes:

in response to Ladydiodes2:

Nothing like "brain washing" the kids when they are young. Why not 

teach these kids how to read, write and make change and let the 

parents teach them about the environment? We are sending kids out 

into the world who can't even read or do math, let alone tell time 

without a digital clock. Let's get real here, teach them the good old 

fashioned 3 "Rs".

1. The curriculum is optional; thus not required.

2. Teachers are spending so much time teaching reading (language arts) and 

math that many kids (who may not need an entire day of LA) are bored with 

school by 2nd grade.

3. How is teaching about habitats "controversial"? Really, I'd like to know. Is the 

food chain off-limits too? Would it be shocking to your family's values to have 

your kid learn that humans impact the planet too?

February 15, 2010

7:56 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

ms_rebel writes:

in response to GOP2010:

Preservation of the environment is a good thing. However, using public 

schools to indoctrinate kids into this religion is a clear violation of the 

first amendment. Schools should accomplish the primary objective of 

education and not add more to it until they can get that right.

Um...could you provide us your definition of "education" and the location of the 

nearest Environmental Church?

If you are going to fall back on the "3 Rs", I hope you're raising a fuss and trying 

to get computer technology classes, art, music, PE, history, wood shop, etc. etc. 

etc. removed from our public schools ASAP...that means 'as soon as possible'.

February 15, 2010

8:07 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

ms_rebel writes:

in response to Twslv05:

(This comment was removed by the site staff.)

"My son was forced by his teacher to watch the Al Gore Science fiction movie in 

class as a required project."

You are either a liar or someone who pretends to be outraged on a newspaper 

message board but lacks the courage to address the situation directly with the 

school. I can only assume.

I know that if you object to a lesson, you can insist that your child not be in the 

room during the lesson and that an alternate activity (w/same point value) be 

given. So, I guess you just like to complain. *shrug*

"This is the type of propaganda we have allowed to prevail in education."

WE? Leave me out of it.

My suggestion to you and your ilk: HOME SCHOOL!!!

February 15, 2010

8:12 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

ms_rebel writes:

in response to northwestprincess:

Nice to know the kids are in the gardens at school, easier to teach 

turnip planting than math - at least they will be know how to grow 

veggies & sell strawberries, in their backyard farms. Art, music, sports, 

all being cut under the new budget - but, they can teach this - let em 

eat veggies !
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Again, like so many other posters here, you must have missed the part where it 

was optional and available online if teachers want to use it.

February 15, 2010

8:18 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

ms_rebel writes:

Okay, I think I'm done for now. mp3andy brought up Hitler, so I guess we're done 

here. Any shred of a sane thought is gone....

12/28/2010California's environmental policy starts in kindergarten » Ventura County Star

Page 10 of 10http://www.vcstar.com/news/2010/feb/14/californias-environmental-policy-starts-in/


